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Cleerpdemmior

&memnmﬁgﬁin the’ 1ast quarter o% the 19th century,
many "new immigrants® came to the United §tates from southern
and eastern Burope. One group,;theéAmMen%aniyeople,.1eftu )
their homeland due To oppressions caused #y the Russo~-Turkish
War of 1876-77, and jouﬁneyed to the Unit%d States., Various
statistics show that prior to this pebiodithe Armenian community
in America did not exceed 100 and was,forﬁed mainly by students
coming from Constantinople (Istanbul).1

The location of Armenia, on the northeast boundry
of Turkey, has caused her culture and history to contain an
influenfial mixture of Indo-Buropean and Canitral and East
Asian traits., Armenia's strategic location has also caused
conflict and commercial rivalries between Armenia and neigh-
boring lands.

Throughout history, Armenia and neighboring Turkey
have engaged in numerous religious, economic, and political
altercations. One of these o6ccurred in 1876 after the
enthronment of the Turkish Sultan Abdul Hamid IT and the
subsequent repressions of the Armenians ih Turkey. This -
caused a considerable inerease in Armenian migration to the
United States for the next twentyéyears. Statistics show that
around 700 entered the. United Sta%es in 1880, 2,000 in 1890,
and 5,000 in 1894.°2

‘ L pymenian Church Youth Organlzaﬁlon.of imerica (A.C.Y.0.4A.)
Sports Weekend 1976 Bicenténnial Booklet, (Lowell A.C.¥.0.A.:
Lowell, Massachaqetts s 1976).

2

Ibid,




In 1894 the United States Bureau

published a supplement to the 1890 Census

‘which indicated that there were six Armeni

zations established.

two in Rhode Island, and ohe in New York.

of the Census
of United States

an church organi- -

Of these, three were in Massachusetts,

The census also

indicated that their membership totaled 335 people.

Throughout the 1880's and 90's,

the increase of

Armenian- immigration and involvement in these church organ-
’ |

izations was phenomenal.

Census of Churches, published in 1906, ind

were .73 such church organizations, includi

edifices.

In response to a petition for c

The supplemen‘taﬁy United States

icates that there
ng three church .

lergymen, the Very

Reverand Hovsep Sarajian was sent to the United States by the

Armenian Patriarchate of Constantinople. an
Apostolic Church was built in 1889 in Wore
At -the turn of the century, 56 o

church organizations were located in the N

region of the United States. Massachusett
New York c¢ontained ten;
each.contained four; and Connecticut conts
@he three established organizati

(New Britain, Hartford, and. New Haven-Bridg

Rhode -Island, Main

id the first. Armenian
ester, Massachusetts.3
£ the 73 Armenian
orth Atlantic

s contained twenty-nime;
e, and New Hampshire
ined three..

ons in Connecticut,

eport) had a total

membership of 579 peopleﬁgwhem more than E

0% were male. New

Britain was the largest, contalnlng 300 Apmenians within a

3A.C.Y.0.4.,

Booklet; -

"Sports Weekend 1976 Bicentennial



population of 26,000, Hartford, with a population of

approximately 80,000, contained 210 Armenians. The New
Haven-Bridgeport area, with a combined population of 178,000,
contained the remaining 69 Armenians in C%nnecticut.4

The early history of the Ammﬁnién church community
in New Britain contained fundamental problems that may appear
to be meaningless but these were the main concerns of the
organigation during its inception. The 0dd assortment of
events may appear unconnected in the subject matter. This
is due to a scarcity of early historical records.

‘ The first official church meeting held by Armenians
in New Britain was on August 12, 1900.5 The meeting was.
presided over by the,?ery Reverand Khat Markarian, Diocesean
Religious Pastor. Stressed at this initial meeting (and at
almost all of the early meetings) wasuthe‘colle;tégﬁhof ”
annual dues, the electing of a governing body of trusteeg
later refered to as the Parish Council-~and the "religious,
moral, and financial needs of the Parish.,! The meeting epded
with the comments of Very Revergné Khat Markarian wishing...
"strength, success, and wisdom,.." to the newly formed parish.6

A meeting was held on the following day, August 13;
1900, to decide which offices would be held by the newly

elected members of the Parish Council

4Bux'eau ‘of the Census Spec1al Reports on Religious
Bodles, 1906, (Washington D.C.: Govermment Printing Offlce, 1910)

5@@mnch Record .of ithe  Abmenidn-C
(Lhe Armeni&n Church Committee: New Brital

P. 3.

6Ibid' L P.’ 3.




The officers were: Kaspar Hovhanessian, (

*4—-1

thairmany Aram
Shahmirian, Secretary; and Krikor Tateosian, Treasurer.

- There followed an eleven month. period in w
zladditional meeting was held and recorded.
possibilities as to ﬂWhy?".this'accurre@.
the organization gathered on a social basi
was net kept of thése»gatherings. It may
struggle for survival of the érganiZation;

| A-meeting took~place“in.3u1ylof-
presidency of the Very Reierand Arsen Vehg
Spiritual Pastor, again stressing the need
Twenty;Eight new members registered aﬁd axn
Parish Coucil was held. 'The results Qere:

Chairman; Harootyoon Khadsigian, Vice-Chai

Secretary;. Sahag Kasparian, Vice-Secretary

Treasurer., The new Parish Council had its

on September 25, 1901, at which time it re

hich only one

There are several
It-is possible that
8 and that a record

also indicate a

1901, under the

ony, Diocesean

. to collect dues.

1 election of a new

Vahe Krikorian,
rman; Aram Shahmirian,

*

3 and Krikor Tateosian,

first formal meeting

viewed the Armenian

Church Constitution of the United States and accepted it

without any change.

In February of 1903 a new Parish
under the presidency of Very Reverand Arse
results were: Harootyoon Khadsigian, Chai
Shabhmirian, Secretary; Hagop OChanian, Trea
dassarian, Collector; and Seroup Sachaklia

group stressed the "need for a clergyman”

church community. The Church Wwas beginnin

Council was elected
n Vehoony. The
rMman; Aram

surer; Eli DerBag-
n, Advisor. The

as a nucleus of the

g to provide a wvariety




of services t0 its members as exemplified

afréQuestrhyhmarkosLGharaﬁiangﬁwho nse@%da
to go to Cyprus. A request for a marriage
made by George Kevorkian and also a reques
Bediossian for baptism services for his ne
Parish Council Became én imﬁortant advisqf
~the Armenians for several reasons. . The yo
had come to the United States "without par
relatives" and bthérs-“were unable to speé

relied on the Parish Council, which contai

bachelor certificate

certificate was
t ByrKhatchadoor
wly born son. The

y board to many of

ung Armenian immigrants
ents or other séniér

k English" and thus, V4ﬁ§?

ned "older membersgh®

and "some who could speak or ﬁho had learned +to speak English,"g

for advise in many domestic matters.7

In the summer of 1903 thesArmeni
 %or8ts Warkts,Bpiscopalian Chureheforsthe
ﬁmi}Sunday Church Services and meetings. |
chapel,vas wedl dsthe chapél'bf”the First
" (Congregational) were used by .many of the‘
thronghtout the fellowing: two decades. Du

many::of: ghezArmefiiahssbepamsé smembers of +th

The St: Mark?s i

ans made ?;réQuest
oot
nse. of c¥redd ghapel

LT

Church of Christ

local Armenians.

ring this period,..:

ese parishes and

some remained, possibly to aveid involvement in the severance

that occurred in theé church community in +

The church organization was stru
financial base. There was a reguest for d
at many of the early meetings.i It was poi

October, 1903 meeting that a delegate coul

i 7Interview with Mrs. Arshal Hoos
Sarah Yagoobian, New Britain, Connecticut,

he 1930's.

ggling to form a
ues and donations
nted out at an

d not be sent to

igian and Miss
2 May 1977.




the national Diocesean Oonviﬁyion in Prov:

oy

idence Dbecause of

. . AHBAL
a lack of money. The fottowismeg item on the agenda was a

request'%o all membérs to pay their dues.
In 1908, there was an order sen

to the Armenian Church community.
worship ‘Services that were jointly being !
Apostolic Church énd the "Armenian_?roteS'
Church of Christ) should be done -in seﬁara
now on. Thécerder uaf-havesheensgivén he
theolagiéa& aifferences between the ﬁwo'gj
- no mention of-a social separation of the
It appéars that the Armenians ir
community had many obstacles to overcome

Language barriers, leadership, organizatic

from the Diocese

o

The order stated that the

1eld by the Armenian
bant Church" (First
1té_piacés fron
3au$eﬁef;distine$

roups. There was

two groups.-

1 The New Britain

in their early history.

on, and the lack of

substantial finances sometimes hampered +

e growﬁh of the

. . 1
church organization. The groups establishment and influence

with the national Diocese may have been i

that enabled the group to survive. Also,

1e major factors

the people's ‘desire

to keep their own nationsl and church identities -may. have

influenced their gradual but persistent g1

rowth,




. Chapter 2t

As indicated in the first chapt
church organization in New Britain had gi
many of the local Armenians and acted as
bond. in the liﬁes of these new immigrants
grown in number and the need for clerical
leadership had become an -item of concern
mnany nmeetings.

In March of 1911, the Executive

Parish Council decided to submit a reques

Seareching For A Parish Pe

ator, 1911-1920

<

er, the Armenian

ven guidance to

a social and religious
The group had;

guidance and

on the agenda of

Committee of the

-

U

to the Diocese %o

have a priest sent to New Britain to conduct Church services,

It was also deliberated whether it would
a permanent pastor at this time. On May
public meéting was held at Lafayette Hall
concerned the feasibility.
Church communitites in Commecticut were u:
chairman of the New Britain Parish Counci
gave a report on the matters discussed at
Convention, including the matter of New B

pvermanent pastor. The report recommended

consult its sister parishes in Connecticul

New Haven, and Thompsonville parishes."s

her sister parishes that it equldApay the

priest without financial assistance.

' 8Thompsonv1lle was a. surprlslng
of Connectient parlshes., Iﬁ-a@pears that
~eX:Lsten.ee as- &
the Armenlan Ghumch Gommlttee, 1%09, p. 2

The

A11 the membe:

be‘feasible to have
?9, 1911, a generezl
in New Britain that
rs of the Armenian .
cged to attend. mhe
1, Seroup Sachakllan,

the recent Diocesean

ritain attaining a

that New Britain

6, namely the "Hartford,
New Britain warned.
stipend of the

sister parishes

addition to: the llst
ThomgsanVLIIe's_f-'
Ghurch Rcord of

2.




reported that they would give their full a
matter.
per year and that each single person pay $
order to pay the stipend,
In August, another méeting,was h

hiring of a pastor. |
" parish and it was decided -that the priest
Every Sunday the priest would have woship

ent parish. Bach parish promised to give

share: New Britain.would give $300.00; He,

- $200,00,. and New Hzven would give $60.00,
-not mentioned at this time, possibly becau
organization was.extremely shorflived. Th

due to the faet that "a “Thomps?nville ch
only mentioned during the May, 29, 1911 mée
were specific and detailed but, due to fin
New Britain would still have to wait for é
At a Parish Council meeting, hel

1912, Parish Council elections were héld,
Council consisted of Griagos. Haggpian; Ke
Toros Yagoobian, Seroup Sachaklian, and Ga
It was proposed by the new Council +o make
vegin a campaign to build a new church,

T

ticipated and there was “Qvery_hoﬁe that i

chukehs Reeotdy 1900, po 31.

It was decided that each family sl

-
ssistance in the
would pay $5.00

0,00 per year in

cl1d concerning the

New Britain.was chosen as the central

would reside there,
services in a differ-
its yearly monetary
rtford would give
Thompsonville was

se their church

is assertion is made
urch community" was

ting., The plans

‘ancial difficulties,

permanent priest.
d in October of

The newly .elected
vork 5. Kevorkianm,
rabed Minatsigian,

a collection and

hose present par-

t would be con‘hixmed.”9




The new church proposal was only a "hope"
finanecial difficulty, appears alwmost anacl

to gather funds is evident at a November,

Lirgag
it is de01ded that "eaeh member pay his du
10 LA
advaace," The ;1nanc1al struggle adgow

fel&ewiﬁg election meedsdmg on November 25,
total profit of the previous year,-ﬁz;.60
the new treasurer.ll
Yagoobian, Ghairmén; Hagop Palangian, Secz
Simonian, Treasurer; Hovhaness Harotouniax
Khatchadoor Boyajian, Advisor. |
| Early in 1914 the :New Britain Pa
acknowleédged the election of  the new Prims
Arsen Vehoony and also Archbishop. Seroupis
an invitation to come to New Bnitain.lz A
performed @hurch services aﬁ St. Mark¥s Br

February.8, 1914 and in the evening gave

-«

L~

Lafayette Hall.before a large crowd, The

R

- The. eléection results. were:

. ..9'..
and, at a time of
ronistic, The struggle
19153 méetiﬁg where
es 8ix months in

LAWY T
saxe at the

1913, when the’

s Was handed over to

Toros
etary; Bedros
.y, Custedian; and
Lrish Comwneil .
te, Very Reverand
n's acceptance of
rchbishop Seroupian
icopal Church on-
one hour speech at

speech was encouraging

- and "made a deep 1mpre351on on those who were present, "13

Durlng the summer of the same. ye

Shahe Xasparian came to New Britain to bap
\f‘x‘z
and celebrated Church services in Bristol.

100hurc§ Recofd; 1900, p. 33,
'111bid.t p, 34, o
121bid., p. 35.

S1bid., p. 36.

ar Right Reverand
tize three children

In September of




1914, Very Reverand Arsén Vehoony, who had
to assist the Armenian.commuhity, jouruneye
as the newly elected Primate, to assist in
Women's Guild. The Guild, at that time, a
for Armenian orphans and persons éscaping
the:Armeniaﬁs in eastern Turkey.14v Iﬁ wa.s
Very Reverand Vehoony was in the ares, a me
with the Hartford Parish Council %o -again

- of attaining a permanent priest. The stip

organizing a

the genocide of

~10=

previously visited

i to Wew Britain

ssisted in caring

decided that, while
eting would be held
discuss the matter

end of $600.00 per

yvear was the predominant factor in deciding against one at

that time. The importance of attaining a priest is signified

by a cluster of three meétings in five days which wexe

concerned with this matter. The meeting of September 24, 1914,

was attended by the Parish Council,and four'lpcal“ﬁrménianl~

political groups. The Parish Council of the Armenian Church

organization, along with the Armenian Revolutionary Federation

or Tashnag Party, the Hunchagan Party, the
the Armenian Democratic League promised to

financial asbistance to attaining a priest

Vev-Ho Paxty, and
give their moral and

for the  church. -

‘The politieal organizations had been established in Afmenia

as an attempt to combat the oppressions of

the Turkish govern-

. - - - Q
meént. At times, the different ideclogies of the groups has

| . . bt
caused conflict and incompatibility ameunest the Armenian

community. The political‘orgénizétions also supported the

proposed ideas-of an Armenian School, a local Armenian Citizens

Club, and an Armenian interpreter to assist at the local

courthouses.,

- Ychuren Record, 1900, pp..38-40




The outbreak of World War I in F

anxiety" within the local Armenian communi

was sent from the Dioccese stating that "al

America should defer their planned activit

them according to the dictate of the times.

The Parish Council continued its
individualé in social and domestic matﬁers
found itself as the mediator of a misunder
two gentlemen conceining a domestic proble
advised that these "frivolous and nonsensi
should be avoided in the future. The Cour
the story of two brothers who were not get
Couneil ordered.that the matter be taken . c
Council listened to the arguements of botk
ténmmonth period. Finally, in November of
was settled, guilt was admitted and a %3.(
" The prolonging of this dispute appears to
schism, The people involved in the disput
and had used the political party groups as
Another incident occurred the following mc
division§ within the local community. The
reported, on December 20, -1915; that a "nes
when .one party accused the other of "stufd

and de¢eat1ng their candldate" for the loc

ISChurqh Record, 1900, P. 42,

16Kew Britain News, 20 December 1

~11-
urope "caused
ty. A.message
1 Armenians in
ies and act on
wl5
role in assisting
. The Council
standing between
m., The Council
cal" misunderstandings
il also had o hear
ting along.,: The
are of, The Parish
| brothers for a
1915 the dispute
0 fine was paid.
have caused a local
¢ had taken\siaes
supportive backers.
mth that also indicated

New Britain News

r riot? occurred

ing ballot boxes ’
al church committée.l6
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In 1916, the national Dioccese ws

effort to become much more organized.

and support was given to the local commun]

that was initiated.

Between 1914 and 1916 the New Bz

became the central Armenian community of (

Bi-

]2
s showing a strong
-laws were rewrliitten

ties in any functiom

ritain community

jonnecticut., . The

actual dues gggzéaembership was 135 people as compared to

25 -in Hartford énd 31 in the New Haven axre

During this period the Parish C¢

form some sort of financial base.
were always a matter of importance.:

whenever a Churcéh service . or a meeting was

aa.17

uncil struggled. to

Dues, as previously stated,

Collections were made

5 held. In the

earlier years "there always seemed to he a collection and

everyone Qho was able was willing to give
service in 1913, a collection was made an
When the church organization needed financ
acguire cemetary property "all took part :
$55.00 was'col'lecfed."l9 The idea of am |
proposed on Séptembef 24, 1914,
and the i
of $35.0(

the proposal, the Parish Council
who were present donated the sum
assisted by initiatingAprojects, such as

in March of 1915.

Following the acceptance .of

nl8 At a Christmas

1 $29.00 was collected,

i
it

' the collection andé“fwéﬁ

»ial assistance to

:ﬁﬂi“ﬁy

\rmenian School was

fqur political groups

20

). The Diocess -

, sale of calenders,

Beginning in 1915,‘it was deecided that a fee -

Tonureh Record, 1960, p. 122,
18 '

‘Yagoobian, 2 May 1978.

lgChurch Record, 1900, p. 3%6.
ZOIbid., PP- 4';1,420

‘Intéryiew with Mrs, A. Hoosigian and Miss S.




&ﬁgfﬂw salary would be $15.00 per week and that h
¥ 5

N

has since ended the policy of loaning mone

of $5.00 would be paid to the Church for f
IhsJanuary of 1917, +the Parish Council ask
paid for 5aptisms, also. The fee wasa$3;5
members ahd‘$4.50 for non-dues paying memb

' The Council also collected or lo

individuals in the community. In 1918, th

-13-
uneral services.21
ed that a fee be
0 for dues paying
ers.zz

aned money to

e Council collected

$20.00 for arcértain’individual and his family because "he

had become ill and had been unable %o wprk

personal problenms that it may have created
example in this period occurred in 1919 wh
was:.asked to pay back a "$§150.00 loan." N
financial situation of thg organigation at
importance Qf that amount,u“mmaeém@arative
of the loan, it can be noted that in 1920 %
aﬁ»area»of cemetary land for $600.,00. An:
$150,00 was made. TWpre than a year later,
discussing ways  of paying off the $300.00

Again in 1915, the New Britain P
for a permanent pastor. The stipulations
& week at ¥he Irmenian School. The Counci
services of Reverand Seroupeh Neshabou but
Reverand Neshabou informed the parish that

employment in the communlty of West Hoboka

12 '~2‘21;;¥;;1 a., o 132 Liw e

. - L IS PN i

+" The Council

y due to the

. One specific

en an individual
oting’ the'struggling
that time shows the
1y show the value

he Council purchased

Jinitial payment of

the Council was
balance.,

arish Council asked
were that his

e teach %three days
1 reguested the

to no avail.

he had found

n, New Jersey. s

-




i . -

The Council then reguested the pastoral services of Very

‘Reverand Drepoon but. soon rejected his acceptance because it

was not economically feasible at that time, The "permanent

priest® guestion rose again in 1918 when Reverand Yeghyezar

accepted the invitation to become New Eritainfs pastor, He

was also denied due to financial difficulties.
In 1917 the.ggirman of the Parish Council, Karekin

Kevorkian, was asked@ by the Parish to see the principal of

one of the local schools and pequest a2 classroom so that

"the Armenian children could learn (to speak) Armenian." The

chairman reported back to the Council thé1 the principal had

stated, "You are in America and you should learn English and

not any otherilanguage. Other languages are prohibited." f;w@ﬁﬁﬁﬁf

It was decided to ask a second time, giving more detail

concerning the needs of the classroom and pointing out that

America is a democratic republic and "mever puts any restriction

on any foreigners in learning their own language.," The~request?%?¢%§%

was again denied. '
It was decided that Armenian School classes would

be held in the club of the Huchagan political party. The

Armenian School classes officially began on March 28, 1918 .

with Miss Yeranian as the instructor. Classes were held twice

a:week for two hours.
Later in the same yéar,‘Reverand Yeghyezar was again

réquested to come to New Britain to meet with the parishes

of New Britain and Hartford and discuss the feasibility of
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attaining him as the pastor. A special meeting was called

which very few attended, This possibly indicatéd that the

majority of both communities felt at this
matter was a wasted eifort. The Oeuncii d
vanished when nobody showed up."

The newly elected Parish Council
of: Karekin Kevorkian, Chairman; Toros Ya
Khatchadoor Davidian, Treasurer; Khatechado
Secretary; - and GarabediYessian, Keeper of
Aside from the usual order of business the
the 1920 Council were the diminishing ceme
hiring of a permanent priest. The Council
beginning in Hovember of 1920 the permanen
Reveran& Mampre Paltigian would "be cénfirm
would be"$25,00 per week.

This period ended a long and gru
permanent.priest,~ The attainment of Rever
proved to be wvery beneficial to the Armeni

Business could be run smoothly and more ra

time that the whole

eclared, "our hopes

of 1920'consisted
goobian, Vice~Chairmam;
or Ansﬁigian, )
the O0fficial Seal,
main concerns of
tary area and the
decided that,

t services of
é&;gs*ins“stipéﬁd
eling search for a
and Paltigian

én community.

pidly and the mere

pressence of a priest in the community gave the parishorners

a new enthusiasm,

23Due-to incomplete. records, Reve
actual "acceptance and confirmgtion as past
1920 was not realized until a meeéting held
Church Record, 1980, pp. 211-213. ’
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Chapter 3; The Building of &
Armenian Church Edifice In Conunectic

The newly elected Pariéh Council
of:
Vice-Chairman; Giragos Hagoﬁian, Secretary
Treasurer; and Manuel Atashian, Seal Keepé
Paltigian's permanent appointuent as pasto
parish, the organization appeared to be mo

Yo
eﬂégfou;s, namely the building of its own

al%adgi@uriShedﬁinioth@r:wa?g dﬁriﬁg this
the organization of a choir,and a drama gr
of the Women's Guild and the Armenian Scho

.~ At a Parish Council meeting held
1921, -the Council stressed the importance
meeting hall and worship faéility. A spec
was held on March 4, 1921, where it was ag
"building of some sort" was necessary. A
elected which consisted of: Kevork S. Kev
Haroutounian, Alexan Edgarian, Dickran Sa
Boyajian, and‘ﬁarootyoon Vajarien, This n
Committee" met jointly with the Parish Cou
1921 to. discuss future plans., The chairma
Council, Karekin Kevorkian, announced that
had.beeﬁ;found on Summer Stréét in New Bri
was 80 feet wide and 100 feet deep. The

was reported as $3,500,00,

-16m

he First
ut 4 1921-1826

of 1921 consisted

Karekin Kevorkian, Chairman; Toros Yagoobian, -

;s Garabed Yessian,

r., With Reverand
r of the New Britain
ving tqwards'larger
church. The parish
per%od, namely
oup.and the growth
ol. ‘

on February 25,

of having fﬁg?} own
ial generéi meeting
ain stressed that a
committee was .
orkian, Hovhaness
rkissian, Khatchadoor
ew "Building-
neil in March of
n of the Parish -
a suitable-pléce
tain,

The property

rice of the land
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After lengthy deliberstion the cost of the .

construction of a church and a hall was estimated at $20,000.00.
At a meeting held on March 16 1921, the Council devised a
plan that it believed could raise between $4,000-$5,000. .The
Council hoped that if 300 families could donate $15.00 each
that the amount of $4,500.00 would be used as a down payment.
The Council also decided to begin a campaign of parishoners
from sister..churches, with the authorization of the Diocese,
Within two weeks a new building committee was
elected.. This committee consisted of: - Kevbrk S. Kevorgian,

Alexan Edgsrian, Melkon Shahanian, Khaﬁchadoor Boyajian, and

=

&

Tavit Bagdassarian, Their funetion would| be to further .the

<
vogd

purchasing of a building and to canvass the parishoners for

S X’-LA'

building funds. Karekin;Kevo;kian started the fund raising..

g Rk e §
BESE AR

%&ﬂvﬁmﬁﬁf
o Mflad &7
. %

by--giving his word for a $500.00 donation, By the end of “ %ﬁ%
March, it was reported ’chat $2, 400 00 had been collected., ;gé‘%
A. lull occurred in Anr.Ll 1921, when the IBuiiding Oommi’ctée ‘;? %E,,"‘«gr%
submltted its reSJ,gnatlon. .The Council was also faced with %;% E %}i%
another.ﬁllemma, namelywthe.léék;éﬁxfunds to pay the stlnend %@‘%vﬁg
of<Reverand Ea1tigian‘ The situation took pre01dent at: E‘éi
B, &

following'méetings.? A"new:ﬁuildiﬁgngommlttee.was elected on

August:S,-l921&with“the problem of the priest's stipend.still

~

{szz@% wig wg’?‘*“‘“"‘”‘f
Ex
Eddg
gt i g FeE

ﬁ«é@

unresqlved. The new committee consisted of: Kaspar Kasparian,

Alexan Edgarian, Khoren‘Bayraﬁian; Setrag Boghosian, and

Tavit Bagdassarian.

The parish was visited by the Primate, Archbishop




Dirayr Hovhanessian in Novewmber.

and then gave a "fiery" lecture at a genex

Armenian community. He expressed that the

“keep persisting to support the Church and

and to continue what our forefathers had B

stressed the great importance of the Churc
the Armenian.people."24 On the next eveni
lectured at a general meeting. He reprime
the treatment that they had given to Rever
concerning his stipend and accomodations.
this uncoumfortable situation had caused Re
to submit a letter of resignatién.25
A meeting. bétween the New Britai

g

- Councils was held on November 18, 1921.
to select a committee to go to the Armenis
community and raise funds for the fubture %
of the church organizations. Written recc
raising-are unavailable. DParishoners clal
clérgymeﬁ assisted committee members and v

requesting whatever donation could be give

gspecifieally remembers that Yone time, all

$25,00 and those who did not have it woulc

bank and give it to the Church."?! Tt was

who- could give wéuld give genemouély."zS

24 yarel Record, 1900, pp. 245-2:

EZIbld., PP, 255-256,

Yagooblan, 2 May 1978.
271b1d.
281pia,
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rmed Church services
ol meeting of the

re was a need to
Armenian School
egun," He also
I, "especially to
_ng; the Primate
nded the parish for
and Paltigian

It appears that

verand Paltigian

n and Hartford Parish
he Councils decided
n families of each
uilding endevours

rds concerning fund
1 that "visiting
risited each family,

26

e, One parishoner

weré asked to give

1 borrow it from the

N
3

confirmed that "those

L7

Interview with Mrs., A. Hoosigian and Miss.S.




The Parish Council had.:also sugg
methods of raising funds, Barly in 1921,
meeting, it was proposed to sponsor a "Khu
and secial festivity).- The’.Council - sugges
Guild might consider sponsoring a Church B
functions have become traditional in the C
.affairs;"as well as a method of obtaining

The church records for the year
sparce.‘ It appeareé*that a lull may have
further building egééiﬁurs occurred until
with the. election of an influenéial ?arish
Parish Council consisted of: Karekin Kevo

Kapriel Khabaian, Vice~Chairman; Yervant P

19
ested many innovative
at a special general
njooyk" ( a dance

ted that the Women's
azgar. These
hurch's social
funds.

1922 are extremely
occurred and no

the following yeér
Council. The 1923
rkian, Chairman;

apazian, Secretary;

Hovhaness Haroutounian, Vice-Secretary; and Tavit Bagdassarian,

Treasurer. The newly elected Coucil decid
and invite the Armenian."well~toédo" of th
community and surrounding areas., The meet
Kareh 25, 1923 where it was decided to "ha
national home in the NewABritain‘cpmmunity

committee was elected. It comsisted of:

ed to have a meeting
e New Britain

ing was held on
ve.a church and a
.29 4 new building

Harootyoon Najarian,

Dickran Sarkissian, and Kevork S. Kevorkian.

‘The importance of this meeting i
extensiﬁe and detailed ideas that were pro
decided to mname the Church, "The Armenian
of New Britain."

(1) To keep alive the religious

aspirations of the Armenian
New Britain,

J0hureh Record, 1900, pp. 273-27

The purposes of the Chur

s noted by the -
posed. It was

Apostolie Church
ch would be: |

and national
people of

4-'
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(2) To gather all the parties and social
activities around the center.

(3) To continue the Armenian School.

(4)  To have .a Church Hall used as a meeting
- place and also-as a center of culture.

(5) To have a few large rooms to serve as
lounges.

(6) To have special stations for meetings.
All this to be called the National Home,

It was also decided that a number of fund raising
‘activities be held "Within4%hefimmedis¢ﬁ<future" that would
involve.Armenian:and non~-Armenian participatien. The
cormittee suggestedéaﬁ%gﬁk'a fair (bazaar) and raffles,.

. The ﬂmbst suitable" location for a new church was
found to be on Tremont Street in New Britain. The 1920 -
Census of the United Sta{es reveals a large number of
New Britain's Armenian coﬁmunity to be living in this arege-—
which was Ward 6., The Census showal that of the 153 Armenians
in New Britain, 111 lived in Werd 6.°° The lot wes 100 feet by
120 feet. VKarekin Kevorkian and Harootyoon Najarian-wer¢ )
selected to comsult the owner of the property. An estimated
cost of $2§,OO0.00 wés aﬁficipated to‘complete the entire
building venture, After consulting the property owner,-it-
was reported that the land was available flor $3,000.00,

It was also decided to ask‘the.Erimate, Archbishop
Dirayr Hovhanessian,’ to wisit the.parish and review all of

the matters at hand., The Primate met with the ‘Council on

BODepaftment of Commerce~Bureau of the Censug,
Pourteenth Census of the United States, State Compendium
igzgonnecticut, {Government Printing Office: Washington D.C.,




May 30, 1925 and appointed a new committee

building endevours. The committee consist

Kevorkian, Harootyoon Najarian, Alexan Edg

Kaprelian, Dickran Sarkissian, Giragos Hag

Beéyajian, Yervant Papazian, Asadoor Yagoob

arian, and Hovhaness Shahanian, Four more
Kevorkian, Kapriel Khabaian, lMoosheg Pazai
Bayramian, were later added to the existin

In 1924 another meeting was held
definite plans for building an Armenian Ch
NeW'Britain. The meeting was presided ove
Dirayr Hovhanessian., The meeting was atte
Karekin Kevorkian, Avedis Atashian, Dickra
Moses.Kaprelian, Yervant Papazian, Khoren
(Peter) Simonian. It was decided to hold
early. 1925 where the plans would be presen
Representatives from various Armenian orgs
entire Armenian community of New Britain s
areas were invited. It was at this meetin
constructioh'were finalized.” The follow
as the Executive Board of the newly fprméd
Avedis Atashian, Chairman; Karekin Kevorkl
Fund Raising; Giragos Hagopian, Secretary;

Treasurér; and Xhatchadoor Boxajién, Advis

3L Flftleth Annlversaryast Stephe

. -
to further the

ed of: Karekih
arian, Dr, Moses
Ppian, Khatchadoor
ian, Tavit Bagdass-

members, Kevork S,

an, and Khoren. (Amrah)

g committee, -

to. formulate -

urch in the city of

v by Archbishop

nded by the following:
n Sarkiskian, Dg.
Bayramign, and- Bedros
a general meeting in
ted to the parishoners.-

nizations and the

nd the :surrounding

g that the plans for
ing men were selected
Building Committee:
an, Ghairman of

Dickran Sarkissian,

OoX.

n's Arménian’ Ap@stollc

Church of. Hartford—ﬂew Britain, (St, Steph
Apostolic Church: New Britain, Connecticut
entitled, "History of St. Stephen's Armeni

en's Armenian @
» 1975), section
an Apostolic Church."




tiviy The' ether némbers: ef*the committ
Tavit Bagdassarian
Xhoren Bayramian
Alexan Bdgarian
Takvor Harotian

~Kapriel Kabailan

Garabed Xaprielian
Kevork S. Kewvorkian
Harootyoon Najarian

Dickran Sarkissian resigned from the treas

later and was replaced by Kevork S. Sevork

&7 lakge’ Funderaisin g campaign.be

Little is known about the actual methodscd

the amounts given by individuals. ¥Wathon
and innovative fund raising methods, it is
used in the past were still being used at

method that éut:rgostsiwas.théluse of loeal

Hény whoreouldinot make moned 7 oaona

artifacts of treasured books which were 1§
7 1

to raise money.“)z This enabled construct

as -Cectober of 1925, '

A parcel of
-eet, located on Tremont Street in New Bri
from a Peter Duyla on September 6, 1924 b
for approximately $2,500.00 The church ws
most prominent contractors in Wew Britain,

Many Armenians were creative in

many oi the features of the church, The 1

PO S |

designed and built by M¥r. Minas Boyajian,

cabinet maker.

alter was painted by the loecal artist Kril

3 Fiftieth Annlversary~3ﬁ Stevh

cor Gregor.

o

R
ee were:

Yervant Papazian
Aharon Parparian

Bedros Simonian
Toros Yagoobian

urership some time
ian,

mmaoe
2RI NS

gan immediately.

£ fund-raising. and

viomentignnéisa 1y new
possible that methods
this ftime., One

"Armenian® lsbor. Also,

R L R

parted with their

ter suctioned:off

sion to begin as early

land, sixty three by one hundred sixty

tain was purchased

¥ Karekin Xevorkian

.8 built by one of

Antonio Squillicote.o2

the construction of

yeautiful alter was

an outetanding

An oil painting which occupies the center of the

34

sn's Armenian Apostolic

Church, "History" sec..
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Thus, the first Armenian Apostolic Church edifice

.

in

Connecticut was completed in April, 1926.

The church was

officially named, Incorporated Armenian Apostolic Church of,

New Britain, Connecticut, In May of 1926,

impressive

consecration services were held by Archbishop Dirayr Hovhanessian

assisted. by the Reverand Harootyoon Hakimigan.

wag the Godfather of the dAew church., The

Karekin Kevorkian

chiurch was consecrated

St. Sﬁephen’s Armenian Apostolic Church afber the first

Christian martyr, in memory of Karekin Kevorkian's father and

for his first son, ZXevorkian's influence

on the community

during this period was evident by the endless times his name

appeared on significant governing bodies and building committees.

His leadership, along with the devotion of

varishoners, enabled the "dream" of having

becone reality.

the "local Armenian

a local church

AN



Second Church Edifice,

If one takes notice of the prese

in
il

Church community

M&#ﬁ’%ﬁ?@
awkward severance W@@%émbe evident.,

st

Armenian Aposiol

but different 1deologles.

Although there

&F vty pleenatiny

Sehism and The Bstabli

Ry
TN
e L3

Two ¢

SNV professyug similar %

shment of a
1926-1941

( mw)

nt situation of
New Britain an
hurch parishes
heological beliefs

are nany different

_ ¢ﬁue;§retatlvn5;@rm?ﬁﬁmﬁwﬁﬂﬁﬁ caveetRr=hre-witPeY’

sekidan, one must contend that political ir

ﬁi&m@mwumw
fToremost eewse of the split,

Different Ax
organizations have been evidénbt:since the
Armenian life in. New Britain, namely the A

Federation (also refered to as the "Pashne

Armenian Democratic League (also refered 1

fluence was the .
ménian,politicéi
initial years of
\rmenian Rgvolutionary
2™ party), the

o as the "Romgawar™"

party), the unchagan Party, and the Vev-ﬁo Party.

A commemerative publication of St Stephen's

Armenian Apostolic Church observes that be

the Armenian community and the chureh flou
"harmonious atmosphere."sS‘ This observati
When gquestioned about a Fharmonious atmost
period, members of the presentAArmenian co

that, "there were conflic

n>6

ts and arguments 3

remembered., Another contends that "at

would flare and fists were always flying b

BBFlLtleth Ann;versary~8t Stephe

tween 1926 and 1933
rished in a

on has ‘been-contested.
heret during that
nmunity have stated

s far %ﬁc as can he
meetings, tempers

ack and forfh¢"37

n's Armenian Apostolic

Church, Y"History" sec.s

56 “Interview with Mrs. A.. HOOSlglc
Yagoobian, 2 May 1978.

7 with Mz,

n and Miss S,

tephen DerMargosian, April 1978.
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s u;;;} he pollce to assmstsxn.clearlng out "the

The arguments were almost always of a "pol:

05

itical" nature.

Most of the conflicts have not been recorded in the actual

church records, but are remembered and hav

by interviews and informal conversations wi

the communify, However, a New Britain new
on December 20, 1915, copltained the hadlin
Church Men In Near Rlotégg’ The article in
confliet arose between the Vtwo factions" 1
the other of attempting to "st £ff the ball
The a

%, b2

election of local Armenian leaders,
thé incident .was not the first time £

Atoa prev10us meetlng held "some time ago"

VARSI ST ‘

h;g@ma-rwmm,@mm, &

&%ﬁ F

ﬂ;g-e»oommunlty and church f7

Sobthse &5 j&ﬁ
a-youth organlzatlon called the "Sons and.

Armenian Church, n33 Howetiety, : the Matmosph

A 4 st bt stimngt Spadiuoce
L ﬁglﬂod noteably by the. estoblishment or th

e been brought out

1th persons in

spaper, published

&S reading, "Armenian
11cate§ “bhat the

bacause oﬁﬁaccused

ot hox" durlng an.

rticle obsérved- that‘”:%%%§£

ﬂﬁ%@%

rouble had occurred.
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it was, necessary for C S

angry mob, " ﬁ? e
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Lourlshed durlng this
et %@W Fvgr,

the Sunday Sehool and

L ad poa b %%£%% e

Jaughters of the &%%w%hzgﬁ
&

erel! was, at b.es-b,

one of incompatibility with evidence of some tolerance,

On Christmas Eve of 1933, a trag

ic event occurred

in New York City that directly affected the Armenian~community

in Wew Britain,

Archbishop LéonﬁTourian, Primate of the

Armenian Apostolie Church in the United Stétes,-was assassinated

while performing Church servieces,

38

39Diocese of ~the Armenian Church,
of the Armenian Communities of: the Dlocese

.Pglice believed that the

New Britain News, 20 December 1915.

Hlstory and Statisties-
‘©of the Armenlan.churbh

prepared by.Reverand Father Arten Ashjian,

Pressy New York, New York, 1949), "New Britain®

(Leylegian Printing
S€Cas




% ~26-
slaying "had been inspired by the differences in Armenian

politics."4o

The article also observed that Archbishod
Touriam had, at the time, an "armed bodyguérd" due to previous
disturbances, This "“previous disturbance" refereq to an
incident at a Church picnic hel@ the previbus summer in
Worcester, Massachusetts, where,  the New. York Times stategy.
#et the Archbishop was beaten during a di%turbance caused
after "members of the Armenian Revolutiona%yEFederation"‘had
arrived from Massachusetts and Rhode.Islan§.4l

Pour alleged assasgins of the Archbishop (who were
later found guilty) admitted to be "members of Tashnag, a
revolutionary organization whose aim is th?-restoration of the
0ld Republic of Armeniaf42

The assassination caused the. atimosphere of New

Britain to bééome one of com@léte~severanqg. "Some friends would
net associate and even rélatives would ref%ain from speaking.
to each.cther if omne was affiliafed‘with.tﬁe Tashnag Party.“43
There were tragic:féelings of "gadness" ané "emFarassment, "

The ensuing five years were furt%er marred by chaotic
periods. The Armenian community was now dgvide& into two
predominant political factions., Some claim that the division

was - "the Tashnag faction against all the other factions:"44

40

New York Tiﬁes,LZS December 1933,

_élﬁew York Times, 26 December 1933.
42

Ibid.

43Inﬁerview with Mrs. A. Hoosigiaﬁ and Miss S,
‘Yagoobian, 2 May 1978, :

H1pia,




The twb predominant factions were the Arme

League, known as the A.D.L., and the Armen:

Federation, usually called the Tashnag or

Soon after the assassination, St. Stephen'

controled. by fha members opposing the Tash;

The initial shock had subsided a

the Ghurch.begah again.

severed and the aitmosphere had reflected %

thé:sérﬁowful.assaSSination. The Parish C
officers on February 12, 1934.
Manoogian, Chairman; Ghevont DerMargosian,;

Khagar Haroutounlan, Secretary; Armenag De:

Vlce—SecretarJ, Hovhaness Shahanlan, Tren#

Only now, the com

The office

-2
nian Democratic
ian Revolutionary

A.R.F, organization.

8 Church becane

pég faction.

nd activities in
munity was deeply
ne emotion of
puncil'elected new
rs were: Krikor
Vice-Chariman;
rHoosigian,

urer;

DerBoghosian, Shavash ¥Yessian, Bagdassar B

Sarkissian, Advisors. A number of new nam

election and many of the influencial leade:

ousted due to the. severante.

During the following years, manﬁ

events take pléce.

tations of man

r of the events that caused
& é&m&éﬁ#A

=
WA

There are sometimes tw

Setrag
agdigian, and Sahag
és appeared in the

i

rs of the past were

unusual and confusing
o or more interpre-

COﬂ¢llCt after the

On March 4, 1934 fhe Parish Couﬂ

1ncrease its financial status by conductln
and a funpd raising campaign,

were attempted on April 3,.1954 when the P

the Women's Guild jointly decided to spons

Other method

011 de01ded to

g a membership drive
s of fund raising
arish Council and

or a "khunjooyk"




(social festivity). The price of +the ticl
On. July 10, 1934 the Council also decidea

Picnic in the summer and on Awgust 17, 195

a raffle during autimn, Six thousand ticl
the raffle,

It appears that the Church had b
permanent pastor for an e&teaded period of
Committee Meeting was held on May 27, 1934

matter,

11

The following parishes WEre repre
Hartiord, New Haven, and. Indian Orchard ar
Massachusetﬁs. A yearly budget was decide
the stipend of the priest. New Br@tain wo
$525.00 ammally, Hartford $300.00, spring
Indian Orchard $50.00, The total stipend |

There was no record of the amount of New H

Parish Council elections were he

1935.

The following were elected: ZXrikor

Ghevont Derdargosian, Vice-Chairman; Sarki
Khazar Haroutounian, Vice~Secretary; Hovha
Treasurer; Ardashess DerBagdassarian, Saha,

Kevorkian, and Bagdassar Bagdigian, Adviso

At the following meeting, held oz

the newly elected Parish Couneil concerned
the debt of the Church,
for funds from the prominent local Armeniai
to gather funds were to increaée the yearly

to sponsor a dance., The Council again atte

45H1nutes of the Parlsh Counecil Me

aven

o

The Gbuncil decide
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kets was set at 25¢.45

to have a Churech

4 decided %o sponsor

:ets were printed for
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uld contrlbute
field $125, OO, and
was to be $1,000, OOw

s contribution,

1d on January-zs,

Mancogian, Chairmang

5 Azarigian, Secretary;
ness Shahanian,

o

Sarkissian, Kevork S

.

rs,

1 February 1, 1935,
itself with paying
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financial situation of the Church. On Feb
Council decided to organize a Fimancial Co
cémmittee members were: Lazai'manoogian,

Dickran Maghakian, Hovhaness Garabedian, K
Sarah Yagoobian, and S. Aharonian, The Co
have another church piﬁnic and to visit th
to seek pledges and ask 1f the parishoners

46

idea of attaining a permanent pastor.
Council ﬁad proposed that when'Archbisﬁop
visited the United States, the Council wou
that Right Reverand Mampre Kalfayan becomé

Britain parish.

On June 20, 1935 the Parish Coun

profit of $100.00 was realized from the pi
10, 1935 the Parish Council, with the ins®
Diocese, decided to celebrate the 1500th A
Translation of the Bible into Armenian. T
on October 13, 1935 under the supervision

Deacon Sisag Nalbandian., The Parish Counc

have a fund raising event to help the cost

Deacon Sisag into the priesthood. The Par
to have a "khema'" party.(an Armenian gourm
raw beei).47g Asmeeting was held on Decemb
was presided over by the newly ordained pT
Ehoren (Nalbandiasn) Mamigonian~—formerly D

16

Parish Council Minutes, beg. 19

-2
ruary 22, 1935 the
ﬁmittee. The
Harootyoon Néjarian,.
h., Markarian,

Pncil deecided %o
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 favored the Council's
;t éppeared that the
Karekin Hovsepian

14 recommend to him

pastor of tThe New

cil reported that a
cnic, On September
ructions from the

hniversary of the

:he event took.:place

bf the future priest,
il also decided %o
>of the ordination of
ish Counecil decided
?tAdelicacy made with
?r 15, 1935, which
ﬁest, Reverand

ﬁacon Sisag Nalbandian,

“1pid., pp. 55-56.
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Reverand Khoren was +to remain in New Brita

pastor. It was also noted that a'certain

from Hartford had donated a sheep to the N

Council which would be used to make "khoro
known as shish-kebab) at the next picnic.
An immediate problem, that arose

meeting, was the matter of the stipend of

Council discussed how much money each pari

district, would pay. The Council decided

community, New Britain, would pay 3675.00.

noted that Reverand Khoren resided in New

was to contribute $250,00, Springfield, $12

4
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fn as the permanent
Hovhaness.Hovhanessiam
éw Britain Parisch
vadz" (popularly

8
gt a January 26, 1936
%he priest. The

éh, within the

that the largest

| The Council also
Britain. Hartiford

5,00, and Indian -

Orchard, $50.00, The total annual stipend was'$13100,00.

Elections of the 1936 Parish Gouhcil members was

held on February 10, 1936, The results we

re: Dazar Manocogiam,

‘Chairman; Ghevont DerMargosian, Vice~0hairman; Sarkis Azarigian,

Secretary; Bagdassar Bagdigian, Vice-Secre

Bagdassarian, Treasurer; Havhaness Shahani

Treasurer; Kevork S. Kevorkian, Harootyoon

Mesrob Sarkissian, Advisors. Im April of

Bagdigian was moving away from New Britain

his poesition by Setrag DerBoghosian.
Kay 22; 1936 the New Britain and Hartford
decided to sponsor a joint picnic at Chart
Hartford to raise funds for both communiti

ngk48Parish Council Minutes, beg. 19

At 3

tary; Ardeshess (Der)
an, Assistant
;Hovsepian, and

1936, Bagdassar

;and was replaced at
meeting held on
Parish Council's

er Oak Park in

=Io

54, PP. 57=59.




I -
Although the New Britain parish was attemping
several techniques of raising finances, the Parish Council

noted, at a meeting held on June 8, 1936 that the nortgage

had "put them in an awkward 31tuat10n."49:‘The Council decided
to call a general membérship meeting to r%port the situation
to the parish., It is unknown.if any immeéiate decision was
made concerning the mortgage because there.is Ao mention of
the situation until October 8, 1937, over?a yvear later.

On January 3, 1937 a new Parish;Councilwés’elected.
The results were: Yervént Simonian, Chaiﬁman; Ghevont
DerMargosian, Vice-Chairman; Sarkis Azariéian; Secretary;
Lagar Manéogian, Vi§e~Secreﬁary; Haig Yes%ian, Treasurer; '
Hovhaness Shahanian, Assistant Treasurér;fAbraham Torosian,
Levon Azarigisn, and Boghos Yagoobian, Adﬁisors. At a“January
12, 1937 neeting, the Council decideé‘whaf the rental fees
would be for the use of the Church. The éhurch would @@@% M%mgﬁ
$12.00 for a wedding service. Day meetlvgs would coei ;ué $5.00.
and night meetings, $6.00. Parties held @urlng the day would
cost $7.00 and'at.night3 %8.,00, At a mee%ing held on 4April
15, 1937 the Council decided to thank Mis% Yeranoohi Xevorkian
for the organ that she had donated to the}Church.

AAt an October 8, 1937 meeting, #he Parish Council
decided..that it would inform the Diocese éf a "second mortgage®
that was put on the Churchwandlabbut the ?awkward position
of the Council in regards to the paymentstof the initial

mortgage,BO

49Parlsh Counc11 Nlnutes, beg. 1934, pp. 88—89.

501b1d., p. 120.
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A reply Tfrom the Didcese was noﬁ made until May of
the following year. In the interim a newi?arish Council
was elected. The members were: Armenag ﬁerHoosigian, Haig '
Yessian, Antranig Bc gdigian, Yagoob Yagooblan, Tavit Tav1tlan,
Setrag DerBoghosian, and for the first tlme, three women,
Arshalooys Hoosigian, Mariam Boghosian, aﬁd #skoohi Simonian,
Titles and positions £§§; not known. due té a lack of information.
The pewly elected Council reported that aiprofit of ounly
$130,27 was made from the prévious year. The auditigg committee
donated $75.73 thus bringing the total upjto'$206.00. The .

Council also decided to raise the weddingirental fee of the

Church from $12,00 to $15.00. Rental: fee:ificreasss andcs i nx
requests for donations indicated.tThat the;Parish Council may
have been seeking more financial asSLStance in an attempt to
pay off the monrtgage of the Church. ‘
In March of 1938, the Ceuﬂcll selected two ‘members,
Haig Yessian and Mariam Boghosian, to go ﬁo the Savings Bank
of New Britain and discuss the mortgage s;tuation. The
situation with the bank was unusual. Therhank claimed that
a "second mortgage had been put on the Church but the bank
would not inform the Ooun011 members as to Eﬂ%ﬁ%fZame appeared
on the second mortgage. e The:Gounkil belleved "that a Tocal
Armenian of the Tashnag faction held the secona mortgage."*i
- The bank supposedly informed the Parish Counc11 representatives
that because it was presently’ oceupying the building that it
would have "first choice" %o buy the Ghurch if the bamk -

assumed ownershlp.51

. 21 Interview with Mrs, A. Hoos1g1an and hlss Se
Yagooblan, 2 May 1978,
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ﬁ‘ The Tashnag affiliated Armenians "who had been excluded, from

o

the Church since the schism in 1933," call§d an emergency
meeting after learning that "non Armenian groups” were
interested in purchasing the. Church, A% tﬂis meeting sufficient
funds were raised to pay the outstandlnv debt and assume the
mortgage of the Chvrch.52 ’

At a Parish Council meeting heldgon May 4, 1938 a
letter was read that had been received fro@ the Diocese -that
stated, "the situation that was.%aking.plaée at the (New Britain)
Church should not be put in the néwspapersi" It was also
decided by the Council to stop the collection of dues. "until
the- p051tlon.of the .Church was clear., u23 |

Parish Council members clainmed tﬁaﬁ a Haig Samsarian

"was on his way to New Britasin with g mone%ary sum in<the form

of a check that woﬁld complete payment of #he outsfanding.debt

and also the moritgage payments that the Church owed to the
bank."54f | o |

- On June 29, 1938 the Savingé Bank of New Britain
transfered the Church property to Harry (K%rekin) Kevorkian,
Amrah Bayramian, Harry Parparian, and Avedis'Atashian.55 These
four’membérs had been excluded from churchimatters.sineelihe'
schism in 1933. .

With the abrupt change of hands,%soﬁe members of

the ousted parish felt that the situation With the bank had

- 52F1ft1eth Annlversary—St Stephen S Armenian Apostollc
Church, "Hlstoryﬂ sec. .

53Parlsh Council Llnntes, beg. 1934, Pp. 141~ 142

54In’cerv:.ew with Mrs., A, H0031g1an and Miss S.
Yagooblan, 2 May 1978.

5F1ft1eth Anniversary-Skt. Stepnen's Armenian Apostolic
Church, "History" sec..
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been unjust and 1nev1tably caused the Church to be "stolen"
from the grasp.of the Darlsh Councll

In rebruary of 1939, the Parish Caun01l met under
the chairmanship of Armenag DerH0081g1aﬂ._iIhe'ousﬁed Church
group, still in a state of shock and animo%ity, immediately
formed a financial record for a new Buildihg Committee, whiqh
waslto be separated from the finances of the Parish Gouncil.
Apparently, the ousted parishoners had sought the use of
St. Mark's Episcepsl Church because it wésideeide& to pay -
$5.00..%0 St, Mark's for the use of thelr Church . The Council

PR B )

also d@@fﬂ%&"Armenag DerHoosigian and‘ﬁskophl Simonian, as
representatives of the Parish_Council, to g meeting of the
Armenian Deﬁocratic League;which they had been invited~t9. It
is & possibility that the A,D.L. was financially willing to
assigt the Parish Council in its future bui;ding endevours,

| At a meeting held omn April 27, 1939 the Parish Council
discussed the mabtters concerning the articies that had been
removed from the church edifice. It was néted that "a local
authority" had enabled the ousted pariShonérs to enter the
Church and remove "all that belonged t§ thém."56 .Iﬁ;ﬁasu;;y;
claimed that "zll furnishings, including péws, chandeliefé,
and all church recofds were missing; Onlyithe alter remained."57
The Council decided that "the articles shoﬁld be moved from
their places and brought to on¢ place unde? the supervisgion

and control of the Parish Council, "8 Also decided by the

56Interv1ew with Mrs., A, Hoos1g1an and Miss S,
Yag0001an, 2 May 1978,

_ 57Flztleth Anhiversary-St. Stephea s Armenian ADOSuOllC
Church, "History" sec.. ‘

‘58?é%iéhw00uncil Minutes, beg. 1934, pp. 160-161.
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oun011, at the April 27, 1939 meeting, was ‘o-spenser a

picnic at the Bagdigian farm Qiarmerly near Batterson Park
in Farmington, Connecticut), The picnic was to be held on
. . : . . # ., i, - bé
June 25, 1939. ikl fﬁ%ﬂ?’”@ oy evoien 7 wﬁywmzp gt D Eigtanu

= gl ¥iha, 'W“fm Jfﬂ‘ piid arg Bl S 2. 8% mgg e
On January 10, 1940 “the Parish Council hdd an electlon '

H

with the folleowing resulis: Krikoréﬁanoog;an, Oharimgn;
Hovhaness Shahapian, Vice-Chairman; Garabe@ Hovsepian, Seéretary;
bazar Manoogian, Vice-Secretary; Mariam.Boghosian, Treasgrer;.
Ardashess DerBagdassarian, Book.Keeperi”Yagoob Yagoobian,
Hovhanéss Boghosian, and Eskoohi Simoniang Advisors.. -
At a Parish Council meeting held on May 7, 1940
Very Reverand Mesrob (Aperah) Semerjian had accepted an
ipvitaiion.and was elected as pastor of thg parish., Under
the leadership of Father Semerjian the immediate mecessities
- of the parish were the first items that were discussed;
‘namely having regular church services and also having a joint
neeting between the Parish Council and the Women's Guild. The
Jjoint meeting may have been an attempt 4o encourage the
Women's Guild to continue working with the%Parish Council and
also to assist in lending fimaeial aid to the future endevours
of the parish. At the joint meeting, which was held on May
9, 1940;%the discussion involved having "a Emooth running
Parisﬁ Ceuﬁcil and church community." It Was decided at the
meeting that each. working member péy '10 Ob vearly dues.Sg
It appears that the Counc11 under its new clerical

ras

leaaershlp, was é%rsu}ng sw1ft ventures to establish another
R

59Parish Council Minutes, beg. 1934, p. 181,
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Armenian Apostolic Church gdifice in New Eritain. At an
August 28, 1940 meefing, the Parish Council reported that it
had found a suitable building for sale on?E:win-Place’in
New Britvain that was a Ukranian Hall,_ Therbuilding and land was
purchased shortly after for $6,500,00. Tﬁe building was

eighty feet by forty feet,®0

Different péople were looking
into the matter of renovating the hall toienable it to be
éonﬁerted into a church, Mariam Bogn031an reported that the
architect Wlth whon she consulted gave the figure . of $1, 160 00
for immediate constructlons that would have to be done. In
November of 1940, the Council reported that a second archltecﬁ
a Mr, Gazo, would repair the building for $660.00¢ This price
was found to be much more suitable and heiwas hired to repair
the buiidigg. 4

~ The Council met on November 20, i940‘apd“the.dhairman
stated, "there is much:work to be done." Méﬁyxfinaneéé‘anﬂ;~:'
phy51ca1 work 1nvolved in the conversxon of the building were
assumed by 1nd1v1duals and organlzatlons of the church and
‘local communities. The Churech youth organlzatlon said that
g%i; would donate the fundé ﬁeeded to eonstruct the alf%%a
Hovhaness Boghosian was asked to look for an architect to
construct the alter. The Job of palntlpg the hall was glvén
t@‘a Mxr, Speptrin, for a fee of $435,00, The construction of
the algg% was given to the NewiBritain Lum?er Company for a

4 o :
fee of $134.00, The pieture for the alter was procurred from

-

6OHistory and Statistics, "Kew.Brifain?isec..
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the Ukranian Hall for $3%5.00, - ﬁim@sﬁfaiﬁéoiythe articles
that were removed from St. Stephen's Ghuréh were used to
furnish and decorate the interior, thus minimizing the
need for finances. A fund raising meeting which would involve
thé general community was . called for Déée@ber 14, 1240.
Results of that meeting were not recorded;6l

On January 29, 1941 the Parish Gouncil decided to
write a-letter to the Diocese requesting the_Primate to come
to New Britain and consecrate the new chu?ch. On March 12,
1541 the_Council :eported that other construction and donations
would be supplied by local Armenians, Thé”baptéé?ﬁal-font was
designed and . construeted by Peter Egazatién without any charge.
The finishing work on the twelve crosses ﬁhat represented the
twelve Apostles would be done by Levon.Azarigian.é2;tAlsc,
mentionéd for their endless efforts were Sarkis Azarigian
and Yagoob Yagoobia,n.63 |

The consecratlon of the church took place on March
19, 1941 by the Prlmate, Archbishop Karekin Hovsepian.,' The
church was officially called The Armenian}Church-of the Holy
Resurrection. LevonzAzarigian would be tﬁe Godfather of the
Chureh, in memory of his brother, Harootyoon Azarigian.64

- Parish Council elections were held on May 18 1941,

61 '

62

Parlsh Cauncll Mlnutes, heg. 1934, Pe 1807 anaip. 191.
Ibid., p. 198.

63H18tory and Statlstlcs, "New Brltaln" sec..

64Parlsh Council nlnutes, beg. 1934. p. 201.
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The following were elected: Ghevont DerlMargosian, Chairmanyg
Armenag DerHoosigian, Secretary; Haig Yessian, Treasurer;
Ardashess DerBagdassarian, Hovhangss Boghosian, Tavit Tavitian,
and Garabed Hovsepian, Advisors. The (ouncil reported that
the financial status of the Church was favorable and decided
to pay thé mortgage "as sooh,as possible.,” A financial report
of the preceeding fifteen month period read: Incomeg $4.340.49
and Expense, $3,979.55. A S |
Thus, the Church had been established and§appeare§ to be

st :
. of $360.94 had been realized,

flourishing without severe financial diffibulties. Organigzations,
previously established, continued to lend +their suppo?t o the
parish, namely the Women*s Guild, established in 1914;. the
Armenian School, which held its first officiadl class in 1918;

and more recently, the Sunday School, which was established in
1932 and 'a youth organization, established as the "Sons and
Daughters of the Armenian Church, which in 1936 was renameq the

- Armenian Church Youth Orgenization of America (4.CG.T.0.A.),

In July of 1941 an educational committee wés formed
by‘the Parish Council., The committee consisted of:i Lazar
Kanoogian, Khatchadoor Markarian; and Sirvart Simonian., Also,
because of the reported "lamented state of -the choir," Sairah
Yagoobian was officially naméd choir dirécior on September 18,
1941 in hopes that "her guidance would build the choir back %o
a respectable 1evel."65 .

The Parish Council meeting of Nowember 27, 1941

concerned itself with the resignation of Father Mesrob

65Earish Council Mimutes, beg. 1934, pp. 216-217.
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Semerjian., He had announced that Sunday, November 30, 1941
would be his last Sunday as pastor of the New Britain parish.
During the crueigl period of refurbishing,;his guidance and
leadership cannot go without recognition.

Thug, the tragic severance of the local Armenian
communitm'caused by different political ideologies‘and 1eéding
to the establishment of a second Armenian Apostolic Church in

Hew Britain. Both loecal churdhes are presently self governed,

C QML LR SR RN R SRS BTl 0T

haa@@ﬁ&@@ﬁ&@ﬁ@@SR3&maﬁwawﬁa®@ﬁée&ﬁﬂate.

| The growth of *the two churches can possibly bve a
credit to & number of individual Armenian people in the
conmunj.i:y who are very dedicated to 't:he;i_r‘c]czmxwzlafS People
such as, Miss Sarah Yagoobian, who began as choir director of
her church in 1941 and has persisted at this task until the
present day.

The extreme emotional feeling of severance has _

subsided.énd both churches tolerate the existance of the other,

Some parishoners attempt to keep Armenian politics and the
AN G '

z

Chureh separate, On certain«ocﬁgggéﬁs,‘jpinf socisl partici-
pation is evident and some have reestablished friendships. The
present situation can best be éxemplified by the term that one
calls the other...my "separat?d brethren.” Although the

groups have severed, both have cﬁltural, historical, and

religious ties that will never die.



~40-

BIBLIOGRAPHY
, -
. f.v" )
Armenian Church Committee,  Chureh Recordzof the Armenlan
Church Committee, Reg, 19007 (The Armenian Church

Commlttee* New Brltaln, Connectlcut 1900).

@@unCLl of the Armenlan Ghﬁrc§j6  ﬁhé Hcly
Resurrection: New Britain, Gonnecﬁlcut 1945).

s

Departmemt of Commerce, Buxeaﬂ of the<0ensus Spealal Rep@rts

Census of ﬁhe Unlted State_l;s

Connectlgut (Government Prlntjng Offlce' Washlngton,

DerAssadourian, Rewerand Father Vartan, Bastor of the Armenian
" Church of the Holy Resurrectlon, New Brltaln, | oerdin,

Sema, o ﬁﬁﬁruﬁﬁﬂ

Connectlcut, May 1977. 5;@}?@”%$%&?ﬁgi&y&

Derﬁarg081an, Stephen, Parishoner of the Armenian Chtireh of
the Holy Resurreéction and sonm of the late, Ghevont
DerlMargosian, former Parish Ccuncll Officer..
April., 1978. .

Diocese of the Armenian Church, History and Statisticg of the
Armenian Communltles of the Diocese of the Armenian
Church, prepared by Reverand Fatner Arten Ashjian,
(Tleylegian Printing Press- New York, New York, 1949).

Hoosigian, Mrs. Arshal and Yagooblan, hlss Sarah. Parishoners
- of the Armenian Church of the Holy Resurrection,
2 May 1978

Lowell A.C.E,O.A;f.ﬁy S WeekendAl976 Bicentennial Beoklet
(Lowell Ghaptér-of the Arménian Church Youth
Organization of Americas: Lowell ‘Massachusetts, 1976).

New Britain News, "Armenlan,Church Men. In Wear Church Riot,"
New Britain News, 20 December 1915,

New York Times,: "Archbishep ASsgssinated In Procession To -
Alter," New York Times, Vol. LK?&III Ne. 27,729,
25 December 1933,

New York Times, "Beaten At Church Flcnlc‘" New York Times,
Vol., LXXITIT No, 27,730, 26 December 1933,




—dlw

St. Stephen's Armenian Apostolic Church, Minubtes of the Parish
Gouncil, beg. 19%4, (The ?arlsh Gouncil of St. A
Stephen's Armenlan Apostolic Church' New Britain,

Connecticut, 1934).

St. Stephents Armenian Apostolic Church &1ft1eth Anniversary of
St. Stephen's Arménian Apostollc Church of Hartford-—
Tew Britain, {St. Stephen's Armenisn Apostolic Ghurch.

New Britain, Commecticut, 1975).

5

w&{ gﬁ’ﬂ@“’#’ 43, eﬁ,‘/@ NS WR W ‘-ﬁs ) ' 5&{’; / odehia, é’««érr 4 T%‘ﬁi rﬁ %‘““f’#‘gg’w@{ ; / &'Xu-*&...;“%.g ¢- p(:v\_(:}

é( b S efbaghorted éj"’;&'ﬁi& / {;‘:y i’yM fgg&nf{f f h%@f”ﬁ&’@{ﬁ S *'ngﬂ"*& . igﬂgﬂ“’w’iﬁ%ﬁﬁ
L }’ . 4
Jt 2 codl ﬁ\f yZ e ; FC y et y {;?q*mimf ""@‘ ,/-3}&{ P Z%,,;‘,& -3 P / ?7 ?:
. 5 . ) “ £
Firen wleted Load p Jiebee tg @ Govace . We é@ﬁwV
’ ) & . 3 g -
f?m fz&wﬁ%«&m@ ¥R f *“*?m Flo £e83s (v P4 amw

;! ﬁf@m Maﬁ okt oot f:»ijf% s*’%wt‘iﬁzw VQ “Wﬁ"‘avf ﬁ*“%*fa‘f ‘b’ﬁs’% %ﬁ“& :







